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Editorial

Vote for a Right Man

Mr. Nariman, an eminent jurist of attainment of the goal.’
international reputation, who died recently = Gandhi noticed a steady moral decline
reminded us,‘Vote for a right man in the of the Congress. On 27 May 1939 he wrote
wrong party but not a wrong man in thein the Harijan, “I would go to the length of
right party” giving the whole Congress a decent burial
What matters ultimately is the MaA. than put up with corruption that is rampant.’
right man is the perpendicular Makwrong Earlier on 3 September 1938 he wrote in the
man is the corruptive man. Harijan, “I see the grave danger of
Let us turn to the present condition ofCongress collapsing by the weight of its own
our country at the public and private life. weaknesses.’
Actually it is indiscipline that pervades in To-day can there be revival of
all spheres of our life to-dayhe man who Mahatman Gandhi, not in our politices but
kiled Gandhi over 50 years ago destroyeth our private life? Can we bring about a
only his body To-day we have been killing moral regeneration in the countryhich
his soul. ultimately can touch our politics? Soon after
According to Gandhi The : the death of Gandhi, a delegate speaking in
Indian National Congress 10 yea'\s the United Nations predicted;The great
before independence was a deg ' achievements of the Indian sage were yet to
organisation. Gandhi was qui e % come.” Vinoba Bhave said in India
aware thatThe National Congress “Gandhi’s times were the first pale down
died of corruption. He wrote i of the sun of Satyagraha.’
Harijan of 7 August 1937, The R. K. Dasgupta, in his article
grim fight in which the country / = ~\ 'Mahatma and Moral
is engaged cannot be won (if ! \\“i ' = \ Regeneration' (TheSatesman,
Congressmen do not show ‘ : w 29 September 1999, p. 6) points
their conduct a siitient W an  illminating  picture  of
measure of selflessness, discipline , W\ Gandhi. Dasgupta writes,But
and the faith in the means 2 to seize the spirit of Gandhi we
enunciated by the Congress for thie. have to go beyond his words even
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beyond his work. | ha
read the NewTestamen
fairly carefully. But the
bleeding feet of gesus
the cross are for me tl
essence of christianityl
look upon the frail legs of Gandhi on t
bamboo bridge in Noakhali holding his $t
firmly truding along with the whole weigh
of human sufering on his bare head as t
image of the greatest hero in human hista
whose great achievement is his gre
failures.’

London Tmeswrote after the death o
Gandhi that only India could produce
Gandhi. Was it because Gandhi mag

%ewith those who were hostile to him.

social relations  are
polluted by selfishness of
which we may not be
aware. Gandhi was kind
to all. He was decent
even in all his dealings
f On January 5, 1956 Pyarelal wrote in
the preface to his monumental work,
1eMAHATMA  GANDHI — THE  LAST
NPHASE

2at ‘A word to the Indian readeto whom
this book is primarily addressedle invoke

f the name of the Father of Nation on all
amportant occasions. In crises we
ldnstinctively ask ourselves what he would

Bhagavatgitahis moral guide? It may be thehave done or expected us to do in the

writers thought that India is a land
Buddha, Chaitnya and Ramakrishna.

It is no longer important for us to kno
who said what about Gandhi and prepar
huge garland of tributes for the man. Let
begin to understand the basic principle
Gandhian thought, political ambition is

form of corruption. Most of the political

ambition require the blessings of politic
powet

pfcirmstances. It is vital to know the road on
which he set us and that by which we arrived
vand where the two bifurcatedVe must
e @nderstand where we are to-day and wither
ubound and whether that is the goal which
ofhe Father of the Nation had envisaged for
alndia of his dreams...

Almost the first thing a foreign visitor
aldoes on arrival in India is to visit Rajghat—
if he happens to be an figial guest or

It is the ego which makes us worshiptherwise an importand personage, he is

power Non-violence demands conquest
ego. Gandhs life is a lesson in the conque
of ego.

It is the ego that nourishes love
power in us. Our public life is the carniv

oéscorted there— to pay homage to Father of
sthe Nation. Before he leaves India, he
invariably ends up by asking Where is
pfGandhi in India of to-day?That is the
alquestions which everyone of us owes it to

of private lust because of our fast inflatinchimself, to India, for whom Gandhi lived

ego. Let us turn to our private life. Love

isand died, and to the world to ask and

the greater source of activity than ego. C

usnswer’

_°_
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' M. K. Gandhi :What isWomans Role?

“Itis degrading both for man and woman, that woman should be called upon or induced to

forsake the hearth, and shoulder the rifle for the protection of that hearth. It is a reversion
to barbarity and the beginning of the end.”

certain omissions, | quote below the following from a highly educated sister :

“You have shown the world, througihimsaand satyagrahathe dignity of the soul.

These two words are the only solution to the problem of how to overcome lvaser
nature.

“Education through crafts is not only a great idea, but the only right way of teaching, if
we want our children to have self-re-liance. It is you who have said it, and solved in one
sentence the whole vast educational probléhe details could be worked out, according
to circumstances and experience.

“l beg you to solve the problem of us, the women. Rajaji says that there is no women’
problem. Perhaps, not in the political sense. Perhaps, it could be made by legislation not to
matter in the professional sense, that is, all professions could be made equally open to men
and women. But these things would not alter the fact that we are women, and as such, of a
different quality from menWe need an additional set of principles, besiaeisnsaand
satyagraha,to overcome our baser qualities.womans spirit, like a mars, strives to
attain better things. But just as there is nee@gfimsaandbrahmacharyégor a man to get
rid of his aggressive spirit, lust, brutish instincts of inflicting pain, etc., so there is for
woman need of certain principles that would enable her to get rid of her baser qualities,
which are diferent from men, and commonly said to belong by nature torhernatural
qualities of her sex, the upbringing meted out to her because of her sex, and her
environment which is created because of her sex, all are againsntién her work, these
things, namelyher nature, upbringing and surroundings always get in the way and hinder
her, and give occasion for the hackneyed phrase : ‘She is only a woman, aft€hiall's
what | mean by sex hanging round aneeck.And | think that, if we only possess the
correct solution, the correct method. of improving ourselves, we could make our natural
qualities, such as, sympathy and tender-ness, a help instead of a hindrhace.
improvement, just as your solution in the case of men and children, must come from within
us.

“l said nature, upbringing and environment. | will give an example to make myself
clearer
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“Women by nature are intended to be soft, tei@arted, sympathetic, to mother
children.These things influence hdp a great extent, unconsciousBo when it comes to
doing things, she becomes too emotiokdhen moving with men, she commits blunders.

She is soft-hearted when she should not be so. She is temperamental, easily gets vain and
generally acts in a silly waWhen | came to see you, although | had desired the meeting
very much, and spent the previous night sleepless thinking over it, when in your presence |
was asked to sit down, | went and sat behind the broad back of Shri Desai. | could not hear
and | prevented myself from seeing yt\hat a silly thing to do. Furthel found | could

not explain myself, could not articulat€his | attribute to my being saddled, with an
emotional nature, which gets o’ut of control eaddly course, suitable training would have

cured that particular fault, but | dare say | would commit some other equally silly act.

“A friend of mine showed me the answers she has written to a questionnaire, sent by
the National Planning Sub-Committee for wonserole. The questions, as you no doubt
know, are numbered, and are something like thiso: vilhat extent, in your part of the
country is woman entitled to hold, acquire, inherit, sell or dispose of property in her own
right? What provision has been made, or facilities available, for the appropriate education
and training of women for the several kinds of work, and employment that women of
different capacities may need to engage Bt® has not replied to the questions, but has
written: ‘We cannot say with an ounce of truth that women were not get-ting any education
as such in the good old ancient dagsd, ‘in theVedic period, the wife, on her marriage,
was at once given an honoured position in the house and she was mistress in hershusband’
home,’ etc., and has quoted Manu. | asked her what necessity there was to write about
ancient customs, when the questionnaire was about present day ones. She murmured
some-thing about, thinking that a reply in the form of an essay would be nice, and
brightened up saying Mrs. Some-one-elgeply was worse than hers. | think .this mistake
of my friend is due to lack of proper training, which was denied to her because she is a
woman. Even a clerk would know that when one is asked a question, one should not write
an essay on a dérent matter in reply

“l do not think | need go on quoting examples and explaining mygelf, with your
vast experience of women of all kinds, would know whether | am right in saying that
women lack the vital principle that would set them right,

“Your advice to me was to re&thrijan. | do so eagerlyBut so far | have not come
across, well, the advice for the igper spirit. Spinning and fighting for the national freedom
are only some aspects of the trainiMgey do not seem to contain the whole solution, For
| have seen women who do spin and do try to work out the Congress ideals, and still
commit blunders which are attributed to the fact of their being women.

“l do not want woman to become like man. But just as you have taughammasafor
their baser nature, do teach us the thing that would remove our sillier quditiless,
please, how to make the best use of our qualities, how to turn our disadvantages into
advantages.
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“This, the burden of my sex, is with me always. Every time | have some one say : ‘She
is a woman, after all’, in a sneering wamgyy soul winces, if, that is, a soul is capable of
wincing.A man to whom | talked of these things kughed at me and said : ‘Did you see that
child at our friends house? He was playing at trains, and chugchugged along until he came
against a pillarinstead of going round it, he just tried to push it aside with shoulders,
thinking, in his childish mind, that he could removeYibu remind me of himWhat you
say is a psychological thinyou make me laugh in your attempt to understand and solve
it.””

| had flattered myself that my contribution to the worsetause definitely began with
the discovery ofSatyagraha.But the writer of the letter is of opinion that the fair sex
requires treatment dérent from men. If it is so, | do not think any man will find the correct
solution. No matter how much he tries, he must fail because nature has madddrantdif
from woman. Only the toad under the harrow knows where it pinches Thiarefore,
ultimately, woman will have to determine with authority what she needs. My own opinion
is, that just as fundamentally man and woman are one, their problem, must be one in
essenceThe soul in both is the saméhe two live the same life, have the same feelings.
Each is a complement of the oth€he one cannot live without the othelctive help.

But, somehow or otheman has dominated woman from ages past, and so woman has
developed an inferiority complex. She has believed in the truth ofsnraterested teaching
that she is inferior to him. But the seers among men have recognised her equal status.

Nevertheless, there is no doubt that at some point there is bifurcatighilst both ate
fundamentally one, it is also equally true that in the form there is a vitatatite between
the two. Hence, the vocations of the two must also Werdift. The duty of motherhood,
which, the vast majority of women will always undertake, requires qualities which man
need not possess. She is passive, he is active. She is essentially mistress of the house”. He
is the bread-winneishe is the keeper and distributor of the bread. She is the care-taker in
every sense of thE term.The art of bringing up the infants of the race is her special and
sole prerogativeWithout her care, the race must become extinct.

In my opinion, it is degrading both for man and woman, that woman should be called
upon or induced to forsake the hearth, and shoulder the rifle for the protection of that hearth.
It is a reversion to barbarity and the beginning of the end. In trying to ride the horse that
man rides, she brings herself and him doWme sin will be on mas’head for tempting or
compelling his companion to desert her special calliingre is as much bravery in keeping
one’s home in good order and condition, as there is in defending it against attack from
without.

Harijan, 24 February1940

_°_



An Account of Gandhi'¥/isit to Italy
based on the Contemporary ltalian Sources

S. K. Mittal & Gita Srivastava

ahatma Gandls' visit to Italy in 1931
I\/I excited diplomatic circles
particularly in London.The object of this
paper is to bring to light an account
Gandhis visit to Italy and his activitieg
there as narrated in tBfent Italian sources
both published and unpublished.

By 1931 Mahatma Gandhi had come
be known abroad as the leader of Insli
non-violent rebellion against the Britis
imperialism! The Gandhi phenomenon w3
a matter of acute anxiety and inquisiti
curiosity To the British and to the
Governnient of India he caused
anxiety while the attitude of th
thinking Western world toward:s
him was one of inquisitive
curiosity. :

After the sittings of the
Round Table Conference
Gandhi decided to return {
India via Paris, Switzerland a
Italy. Even before Gandhi h
reached Italy he was beirf
talked of and referred to by
Italian Bishop? Lando Ferretti
as early as 7th December 193

gre

The Bishop told his audiencs at ‘the Church
of Aquila that the Pope would receive
Gandhi at thevatican. He, howeveradded
pfthat the Duce will not receive Gandhi nor
Gandhi, on his own, would call on the Duce
as was apparent from the statements
published in the Government préss.
to
q'e Gandhi in Switzerland :
hGandhi was being pursued by the Italian
1ssecret police right from the moment he set
goot on the Swiss sofl. The first secret
police report noted the arrival of Gandhi at
atausane on 6 Decemhet931. He went
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straight toVilleneuve, where be stayed wi
Romain Rolland, ‘the semi-pacifist a
semi-communist’  (semipacifista an
semicommunistdjterateur® Gandhi met th
Swiss revolutionary Leon Nicolo di
Ginevra, and told him that the “Indi
moviement was not only directed against t
British imperialism but it aimed especial
at the creation of republic of worker%”.
Mahatma Gandhi stayed for five days
Villeneuve as a guest of Romam Rolldn
In his speeches and conversations
covered subjects as diverse as God, n
violence, music, religion and disarmamén
He spoke of God as fTith’. It seems that
the Swiss were happier when Gandhi talk
about religion and God than when
entreated them to disarm and disband tH
armies? This is very clear from the secre
Police report dated 17 Decemp&p31.
“The Indian prophet Mahatma Gand
had stayed as the guest of pacifi

communist Remain Rolland i
Villeneuve for five days. He
addressed two meetings, one

Ginevra and the other at Lausa
attended by important leaders
Social-Democratic Party and by th
members of Liberal Party etc. He w
intro-duced as an ultra-pacifistVe
are suspecting that the Mahatma |
communist leanings®

The secret police report, quoting an extr

from a widely read and a Sober newspa

‘Gazette de Lausanne’commented thaf

hLaussanecriticised the stupid declaration
dabout Swiss armament made by Mahatma”,
and wrote, “It is better for Gandhi to leave
and make his prophesies elsewhere as he
had enough misused our hospitality”.
n The police reports, mentioned above,
henly described the gist of the speeches of
yGandhi and the reaction of the people to
them. But another sourtegave not only the
agist of Gandh& utterances but also
d.described his daily routine. Gandhi spun
hgool, took his, vegetarian meal and
oanswered questions put to him in the Central
t.Hall of the Society of Concert in Ginevra.
This source also radicated that his anti-
enhilitary speeches were not applauded by the
newudience.
eir
ote Gandhi in Milan :
Gandhi left his kind host and proceeded to
hiltaly. His last message to his host, in reply to
stthe question, “what would you like me to do
nin grateful memory of your visit?”, was
“‘come and meet India®® Gandhi bade
afarewel to Romain Rolland and reached
ndviilan at 8.30 p.m. on 1L December1931
ofaccompanied by his retinu@s usual with
eGandhi, he preferred to travel in third class.
adHis  retinue comprised 15 perséhs
including his son Devdas, poetess Sarojini
aNaidu and three secretari@hroughout his
journey from Swiss border to Milan he was
agreeted warmly by huge crowds which
perssembled at  various stations—Arona,
Galarate, Sesto Calande, etc. that lay across

“one serious @an like the Gazelle de

his journey Addressing the crowds at

_@_
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various stations Gandhi reiterated his f
(fede) in God, love and nonviolence.

expressed his confidence in the victory
the cause which he representedte stayed

for about quarter of an hour at the gigan
Milan station where a big crowd «

som
Italian
assembled to meet hith.The rush was sq

journalists, ‘bearded Indians’,
Englishmen and multitude of

great that the authorities had to abandon
arrangements made especially for

occasiont’” Wrapped in nickéf (loin cloth)
and shawl, Gandhi enmzd from his third

lass cabin to asknowledge the greetings

the crowd in his characteristic mannéte
was presented homages by persons, on
whom was the professor of Orient
languages at the University of Milafihe
professoy Pizzagalli, presented to him h
books, one of which was titledspects and

=

b

tiProblems of Indian CivilizationHe also

EIewrote and read a note in Sanskrit which

ofmeant : “The king is honoured only in his
kingdom but a sage is honoured all over the
tiearth”.”1° The note prayed for his long life
fas he was “full of virtue, a man of Go¢éf.
eSignor Brondi presented to Gandhi two
svolumes ofA Philology and Philosophy in
Sanskrit?! Gandhi requested the hard-put
thelunteers to keep the crowds atleast one

theneter away from him. He narrated the

incident of Poris where tha enthusiastic
mobs had crushed his foBt.After initial
@nnoyance, Gandhi made an exception and
acceeded to the request of the authorities to
e todivel in a first class coach from Milan to
alBrindisi.23

s+ Gandhi in Rome and Vatican :

The next morning Gandlsi’ train reached
Rome at 8.30 a.m., the
metropolis of Italy He

| stayed in Rome for two
| days; visited several places
and met numerous persons
including Mussolini. At
Rome he was to stay with
General Moris, a close
friend of Romain Rolland.
General Moris, under some
wrong impression, reached
late at the station and
Gandhi had to wait for some
time. This interrregnum was

Gandhi at Vatican Museums, ltaly,

Image cutsey Alamy

utilized by journalists and
correspondent. They put

1931
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several questions to which Gandhi repli
with grace and eas@€The owner of a pos|
villa, Baron Fassini, requested Gang
through Dr Gina Gabirielli, the translator g
Remain Rolland biography of the
Mahatma, to stay at his villa. Gand
politely declined the éér.® The journalists
were still busy in asking questions wh
General Moris arrived at the station
escort him to his vill&’

Mahatma Gandhs’ love for children and
his inquisitivenass to know the methods
pedagogy set in motion by the Montassot
movement, took him to a Montesso

ethe Mahatm&® Accordingly Gandhi
accompanied by Mahadev Desai, Mirabehn
hand General Moris set out for the Dwe’
f office at the PiazzaVenezia?’ He was
received by the chief of Governor at the
higuarded doorway and was led in silence
upto the desk of MussoliniThe Fascist

elChieftain and theApostle of Non-violence

tatalked for twenty minute® Gandhi tried to
elicit Mussolinis views on the ‘Indian
question’ but the latter was evasive and
ofalked of Rome and the formier
yimpressions on Ital§® Mussolini advised
ryGeneral Moris the he should show the

Academy?® After having stayed for about anmaternity and Children welfare centre and

hour in the academyGandhi drove to
Vatican, the Mecca of ChristenddthHis
visit to Vatican had been described as be
“purely artistic’ in charactet® The
authorities of Vatican museum mad

young Italians’ military exercises to
Gandhi?® The Duce$ advise was nothing
nghort of mandatory instructions. Moris took
Gandhi to a maternity home and to a
e children’s Centreét! Gandhi was made to see

exception for Gandhi and relaxed timewvearisome spectacle of processions of well-

restrictions so that the exalted guest mi
see the rich treasure of aesthe
expressions. He was not given a
pontifical receptiof! and the Pope did ng

jidressedBallila, the military oganization of
tifascist youtH'?

ny Back to Moris villa after visiting
t Montessory school,Vatican, an meeting

extend the courtesy of meeting him on, thevith Mussolini, the prayers were chanted in

ground that Gandhi did not dress hims
properly®? Gandhi stood in
silence at the Sistine Chapel contemplat
the majestic figure of the dying ChriStHe
was so moved that the tears trickled do
his cheek$* He then came out ari
ascended the heights of theiazza del

Monumentoand Mohstra dell’Acqua Paolo

to have the full view of Rom#.

reverentia

elthe hall of theVilla, the electric lights were

| put of and the only light, that gleamed the
ngtmosphere was coming from the woodfire
burning in the ornamental fireplace. In the

wilicker of the fire Gandhi chanted some

i verses ofBhagwat Gitd3. Gandhi then sat
quietly spinning on marble floor while many
visitors poured inThe seventeen year old
princess, Maria of Savoythe youngest

Mussolini had granted an interview t

odaughter oVictor Emmanuel, came with a

_@_
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basket of figsfichi d’India.** The most
important  visitoy who left a deep
impression on Gandhi, was Signo
Albertini, most talented daughter ©blstoy;

the Russian safe

According to the testimony of Mahade
Desai, Gandhi addressed a wonsa
conferencéf. Curiously enough none of th
Italian sources indicate that the conferer
was ever held. Desai wrote that t
Mahatma told Italian women about tH
heroism of Indian women, their tearingf
age-old custom of veil, their picketing d
foreign cloth and liquor shops and their ng
violent struggle against Britisl
imperialisnt’. It appears that GandH
addressed to those women who called
him at the Moris villa where he stayed
Rome. The ltalian journalists were ng
present and Mahadev Dssali, as his princi
secretary recorded in his diary Gandh’i
utterances before those women.

Gandhi left Rome on Sundathe 14th
December 1931 at 8.40 p.m. for Brindis
where he boarded the ship, tRdsna, for
his voyage to BombayHe was accorded
warm send dfby his admirers who broke
into rupturous acclamations.

THE CONTROVERSIES

Pope’s Refusal to See Gandhi :
Gandhis visit to Italy is not politically
important, yet it raised some controversi
The British bougeoisie could not swallow
the warm welcome accorded to tl

British that the Pope, Mussolini, and the
princess Maria of the House of Sayoy

reshould agree to meet an Indian agitator

They were afraid that the ‘Indian question’
would assume  greater  importanca
vinternationally Besides, the lurking fear of

nharm Gandhi phenomenon had done to
eBritish capital and commerce and what it

cwas bound to do in the future had seized the

naBritish. Therefore, they put obstacles in

eGandhis way to stalk his meeting with the
f Pope. They succeeded in putting fothe
nmeeting. As indicated earlier on the
ntestimony of Lando Ferretti, the Pope had

nagreed to meet Gandhi, but later on the

imeeting was called bfon the pretext of
oBandhis dressing himself improperiBut
nthe reason was pretended rather than real.
t The Italian archival sources mention that the
p&ope thought that the meeting might create
5 bitter feeling in British embassyThese
sources also unambiguously mention that
England did not want the Pope should
, receive Gandhi for it would alienate Roman
Catholic Missions in India which were
abeing run under British protectionThe
> British authorities were afraid that the
meeting might result in bringing the Roman
Catholic in India to the side of the
Mahatm&®. But the correspondent of the
capitalist  controlled Times reported
circuilouisly “The Pope has not received the
cqyreat Indian saint because he was afraid of
concurrence®.
ne

Mahatma in Italy It was too much for the

Visit of Princess Maria :
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The British diplomacy did not succeed
restraining princess Maria from meetir
Gandhi. The enraged correspondent of t
Times commented, “... it would have bee
better if Gandhi would have been absolutg
ignored by Italian authorities as had be
tha case with English embasdystead of
that England has positive impression
the princess of the House of Savoy has g
to visit an IndianAgitator. But perhaps the
visit dealt only with curiosity and nothin
else™?,

Gandhi's Pronouncements quoted in
Giornale d’ltalia :
It was quite obvious that Gandbimeeting

with Mussolini was disliked by the British.

The British dubbed the Mahatma as
‘Indian agitatot, who rebelled against th
British Government, the friend of Itafy It
depicted how Gandlg’ agaitation hag
shattered the British economy as
consequence of which the British people
suffering®®. The British diplomatic circleg
made it known to the Italian Governme

in  The kernel of the controversy centred
\gound Gandhs pronouncements reported in
he¢he Giornale d'ltalia®®. Gandhi was reported
nto have said : “the Rountlble Conference
olwhich has brought definite breakfothe
erelation between the Indian nation and the
British Government, has been for us long
nand slow agonyShe (India) is slave but she
bmeakes clear its spirit of nationalism to the
British authorities .... | shall return India to
j resume ‘the movement (civil disobedience
movement) against EnglandWe shall not
pay taxes, we shall not work for England,
isolating British authority completelytheir
politics and institutionsThe boycott shall
be unprecedenteef:

The correspondent of theGiornale
ad’ltalia elaborated the theme of Indian
2 independenzaand the future impact the
Indian independence would exercise on the
world in general and oAsia in particulat®.
d&he British took umbrage over Gandghi’
arstatements in London and in Rome and
pointed out their incongruityGandhi was
nasked to dfrm the correctness of the

that the British Government viewed withreported statement iGiornale d’ltalia. He

concern Gandhg’ pronouncement
particularly made to the journalists

‘Giornale d'ltalia”®3. The Italian Police
Report noted, on the evidence of the Briti
Consulay that the British Government wa
greatly agitated (..nei circoli governativi
inglesi regna una grande agitazione®) The
correspondents of thEmeswondered why
was Gandhi given so much honour on

5 described the reporting of the Italian press
pfas being the ‘fruit of fanta8§, Gandhi
denied to have made any declaration of, war
slgainst the British either in England or in
SRome.

The Impressions :
Gandhis impressions on lItaly were both
nigood and bad. He praised the hospitality of

visit to the Fascist institutioP3

the Italian people, their discipline and
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administrative  dfciency®®>. He was who uses goodness as an instrument,
particularly charmed by Signoralbertini Perhaps he is one of the few in the
and the ‘Cross at theatican®’. He did not world who truly understands the
consider ltalian art very superior to people and British imperial politics. If
India’s®2. He also looked with horror at the India is liberated one dayt will be
spirit of militarism being fostered in Fascist due to this man... and he says to me
Italy. He murmured to ‘someboffy “the that he is sure that he will liberate his
sickening sight of small children dragging people during his life time”.
canons and rifle§*. His visit to theBallila
in Rome, a military aganization of Fascist Reference :
youth, was exploited by Frarf®e The | 1. Il Mesagggeo, Rome, 12 Decembel931.
cinematographers of Paris projected films 2. Police Repor Rome, 7 December 1931,
delineating a bewildered Gandhi, with |a Ministero Dell'Interno, Direzione Generate
disapproving smile on his face, and bands of dell_q Pubblica Sicurzzg, _Divisione Polizia

. . - Politico, No. 33783,Archivio Centrale dello
parading youths armed with military Sato, Rome.
equipment®. The French journalists 3. Ibid.
ironically cpmmented, “Really |t. is curious |, Lo Repot; Losannal0 December 1931,
to ascertain that before Gandhi, apostle of5_ Ibid.
universal peace’ and of absolute 6. Ibid.
disarmament, the fascism could not do ,

. 7. lbid., 7 December1931

better than to file a group of young boys , ,

. . . 8. Il Giornale d’ltalia, Saturday12 December
armed with rifles, dragging canons and 1931; Robert PaynéThe Life and Death of
machine guns”. Mahatma GandhilL.ondon, p. 424.

Looking back on his journey to Italy o police Repar, Losanna, 17 Decemhet931.
Gandhi recalled the heavy face pfig |pig.
Mussolini, “the butcher with the cat| 17 pid.
eye™8. But Musolini had all praise for the 15 || Giormale d'ltalia, Rome, 1 December
Mahatma. Not only did he grant him an 1931.
interview, obviously in the face of British 13. Robert Payne,up. cil., p. 424.
opposition, but ganized a musical conceft 14. According toLa Tribuna dated, 12 December
in his honour in a local cinema hall 1931, he was accompanied by twentyone
situated at the street of vill3orlonigf®. persons.According to Giornale di Sicilia
Introducing Gandhi before the picked Italign ~ Falérmo he was travelling with hir son
. o Devdas, poetess Naidu, three secretaries and
aristocracy Mussolini introduced the guest other fifteen persons, whilCorriere della
in tones of worshipful hagiograpHy: Seraand Il Messagges record that he was
“He is a saint, a genius, a rare thing, followed by twelve personsAccording to

@_
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15.

16.

17.

18.
19.

20.
21.

22.

22.

24.

25.

Giornale d’ltalia he was followed by nine
persons besides his son secretaries, accor
to La Nazionale there were twentyseve
persons in the retinue, whilePopolod’ltaha

records the presence of fifteen persg
besides his son, secretaries and Naidu.

La Sampa, Florence,Torino, 12 December
1931.

La Nazione, 12 December 1931, Il
Messagero, Rome; La $mpa Torino;
Corriere della SeraMilano; Police Repor
of Milan; Archivio Central Della $ato,
Rome.

Corriere Della Sera,Milar, 12 December
1931. According to the police report, such
huge crowd has collected that tReport oj
Milan, 12 Decemberl931,Archivio Centrale
Dello Sato, Rome.

Il Messaggen, Rome, 12 Decembgef931.

Corriere Della Sera,Milan 12 December
1931,

Ibid.

Ibid.; La Nazione,Florence, 12 Decemhe
1931.
Corriere Della Sera,Milan, 12 December
1931.

At the station of Milan the Italian
Government dered him to travel in first

class. He acceeded to the request saying |:

wanted the third in England—he said—but
Italy the first will be alright”. The decision
was received with great satisfaction by t
Italians and immediately a beautiful cab
with velvet and with heating arrangement w
attached to the train(Corriere Della Sera,
Milan, 12 Decemberl931).

I Popolo d'ltalia, Milan,
1931.

Il Giornale d’'ltalia, Rome, 13 Decembg
1931.

December 12,

Hi
r

ns

b
in

26.
.
28.

29.

30.

31.
32.

33.
a34.

35.
36.

37.
38.

39.

40.
']e41.
n42.

Ibid.

Ibid.

Ibid., 15 Decemberl931;ll Messagges and
Il Carriers della Sereof the same date.

L'Ossewatore Vatican, 15

December 1931.

Corriere Della Sera,Milan, 15 December
1931.

Il Gazzettino,15 Decemberl1931.

Police Repar, Rome, 14 Decembed931;
Archivio Sato, Rome.

Romano,

Carriere Della Sera,15 December 1931;
Robert Paynegp. cit.,p. 427.

Collected Wrrks of Gandhi,Vol. XLVIIT,
1971, p. 434; RobeNyne, op. cit.,p. 427.
Il Messaggen, Rome. 15 Decembgefl931,

Ibid.
Robert Paynegp. cit.,p. 425.

According to oficial report the meeting
lasted for twenty minutes, but the Police
Report (16 December 1931, Archivio
Centrale Dello &ato, Rome) describe that the
meeting lasted precisely for twelve minutes,
while Report Paynegp. cit., p. 426, reports
that the meeting lasted perhaps for ten
minutes.

Police Report. 16 Decembet931. Arclrivio
Centrale Dello fate, Rome.

Robert PaynePayne, op. cit.p. 426.
Giornale d'ltalia. Rome, 15 Decembei931.

Ibid., While leaving Rome he left message
for the UndeiSecretary of the political
education of O.N.B.. (Ufficio Nazionale di

Ballila) of Rome. saying. “Convep to
Hon’ble Ricci and to the Managers of
all the Ballila works of Rome that | am

carrying with  myself a very sympathetic
impres-sion which | shall never fpgt” (Dite
all ‘On. Ricci e di dirigenti tutti dell opera

_9_
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Ballla di Roma che ho epostato un, 56. Il Giornale d’ltalia Rome, 15 December
impressione simpaticisma die nondiventi 1931, (1st Page).
cheo mai), Ibid. 57. Ibid.
43. Robert Payneop. cit.,p. 427. 58. |bid.
44. La Sampa, Trin, 14 December 1931;

45.
46.

47.

48.

49.

50.

51.

52.
53.

54.
55.

Police Repar, 14 December1931, Archivio
Centrale Dello &to, Rome; Robert Payne
op. cit.,p. 427.

Robert Payneop. cit.,p. 428.

Collected Wirks of Mahatma Gandhiyol.
XLVII, 1971, p.

Ibid., Extracts from Mahadev Dessai’
“Letters from Euppe”.
The example of missionaries, taking si

with the people against the British mercant
interests during the indigo disturbances

Bengal, 1858-61, was not lost to the British.

Police Repd; 14 Decemberl931,Archivio
Central Dello $ato, Rome.

Police Repar, 16 December1931,Archivio
Central Dello $ato, Rome.

Police Repar, 14 December1931, Archivio
Central Dello $ato, Rome.

Ibid.

Police Repar, 23 December1931, Geneva
Archivio Central Dello g&ato, Rome.
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Police Repat, 23 December 1931, Geneva,
Archivio Centrale Della &to, Rome.

Il Giornale d’ltalia Rome, 13 December
1931, Corriere Della Sera, Milan 12,
December 1931.

Robert Payne, The Life and death of
Mahatma Gandhi,p. 428, LondonC.WG
Vol. XLVII p. 434, 1971.

C.WG, Vol. XLIX, p. 37.A Letter to Prem
Behan, Katak, dated, 25 Januat®32.

Police Repo2l December 1932.Archivio
Centrale Dello &to, Rome, “Ho visto cose
orrende : piccole pani maneggiare piccole
armi”. | have seen horrible things : Band of
little children eating pieces of bread.

Police Repatr, 9 January 1932, Archivio
Centrale Della &to, Rome.
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Ibid.
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Robert PayneThe life and death of Mahatma
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The Khudai Khidmatgar
Movement in the
North West Frontier Province

Badshah Khan Girdhari Lal Puri

he Khudai Khidmatgar Movement in the W. F. P, under Badshah Khamnleadership,

froms the most glorious Chapter in the history of our freedom struggle from 1930 to
1947, Without the martyrdom of thousands of freedom fighters from among the Muslims,
Hindus and Sikhs.—men women and even children of this province, under the tricoloured
Congress banngthe peoples of both India and Pakistan could not have enjoyed the fruits of
freedom.They were firmly committod to the creed of non vielence of the brave and selfless
service to the humanityt is. therefore, most befitting that when we celebrate the fiftieth
anniversary of the martyrdom of the great sons of India we keep out memories fresh about the
Khudai Khidmatgars.

Badshah Khan had been carrying on his social, humanitarian and educational work
against the Pakhtoons for well over a decade before he and his comrades decided to set up a
quasi military body of volunteers called the Khudai Khidmatgars (Servents of God) in
Novermber 1929 year earlier he had started his monthly jouRethtoonOn the title page
of the first few issues appeared a short peom by Khadiearsyof a slave in servitude are
nothing as compared with a single hour of freedom spent even in agonies of death”.
Subsequentlythe title page had a crescent and a star with his son, Ghamching lines :

If I a slave, lie buried in a grave,

under a resplendent tomb stone.

Respect it not, spit on it.

When | die, and not be bathed, in mayblood,

None should his tongue pollute f@fing prayears me,

O’ Mother, with what face will you wail for me,

If I am not torn to pieces by British guns?

Either 1 trun this wretched land of mine into a Garden of Edert
or | wipe out the lanes and homes of Pakhtoons.

_@_
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m The Pledge

Every one who aspired to become a Khudai Khidmatgelared on solemn oathl’am a

Khudai Khidmntgarand as God needs no service | shall serve Him by serving His creatures
selflessly | shall never use violence. | shall not retaliate to take revenge, arid | shall foregive
anyone who indulges in oppression and excesses against me. | shall not be a party to any
intrigue, family feuds and enmity and | shall treat every Pakntoon as my brother and comrade.

I shall give up evil customs and practices. | shall lead a simple Fife, do good and refrain from
wrong doing. | shall develop good character and cultivate good habits. | shall be fearless and
be prepared for any sacrifice.”

They adopted dark red uniforms because their white clothes became dirty very easily
They marched, in military formation, but without any arms to the tune of bag-pipes with
banners aloft, from village to village. On the march they sang :

We are the army of God,

By death or wealth unmoved.
We march, our leader and we,
Seady to die.

We serve and we love

Our people and our Cause.
Freedom is our goal.

Our lives the price we pay

Badshah Khan and his associates, by undertaking such tours produced a level of province
wide cooperation, previously un-known in theW.F. P They established a party network in
PeshawaNailey which broke down the political isolation of its villages, particularly in
Charsadda, Mardan and Swdbhsils where they enlisted members of the traditional elite as
local oganisers. In Charsadda alone, the government estimated the number of Red Shirts at
the end of March 1930 at over 200thanks to the repressive measuers adopted by the
Government their number rose to 80,000 by September 1930 and nearly three lakhs during
the period of Gandhi—Irwin truce in 1931.

At the Lahore Congress in Decemb®929 Badshah Khan promised to work personally
for the Congress and to commit higanisation to the Civil Disobedience Campaighe
Frontier Congress in Peshawar deferred to him in preparing for the agitation because of his
commanding political reputation and his control of the only party in the Province with rural
roots. He made a two week tour of the southern districts of Kohat, Bannu and Dehra Ismail
Khan towards the end of March, 1930 to prepare the ground for the visit of the equiry
committee which the Congress High Command had decibed to sent to investigate the hateful
Frontier Grimes Regulationaddressing the people at Bannu, he said, “I belong to that party
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which inteds to free the country from the clutches of the tyrant English people, who have not
only ruined India but almost the whole Islardorld, who are responsible for the destruction
of Afghanistan and whose hands are still red with the blood of inndégh&n Martyrs. Oh!
Pakhtun brothers, what has happened to yaw® brothers and neighbours, Wazirs, who
live only ten miles away have shed their blood in guarding their bare hills from foreign
interference, yet you can do nothing for your own fertile coulfmy should learn a lesson.
Their is no better Jehad from the point of view of Islam than to free your own country from
slavery and a foreign yoke.”

This was the tenor of his speeches throughout the tour

On April 19th and 20th, 1930 an annual Conference of Badshah &haad School at
Utmanzai was @anised.This was a representative gathering of Atighan Jiga. Khudai
Khidmatgar members and adarcontingent of Peshawar Congress men and Khilaphists and
representatives of parties in Kohat éttthe close of the meeting Khan Mir Hilali announced
on behalf the Peshawar Congress that picketing of liquor shops would commApcik28rd,
1930.The Congress FCR Committee was expected to start its bearing in Peshwar the same day

m The Chief Commissioner’s Miscalculations

Little did the Chief CommissioneSir H. N. Bolton realise that Badshah Khan and his
associates had created such an awakening throughout the province that the gewernment’
allies would be quite helpless to stem its tide. Bolton had all along been assuring the
Viceroy, Lord Irwin that the Frontier politicians posed no law and order problem. He took
no note of the mounting tension and even on the Apth he confidently assured him that

“the tranquility prevailing here is lgely due to the level headed loyalty of the people of
this province ..” Lord Irwin had toured the M. F. P in mid April. His reply, ironically,

was made public oipril 23, 1930—the red letter day in the history of our freedom
struggle. He had said, ‘In many places | visited under your guidence. ... | noticed with great

Irwin visualise that the upheav
during the next week would s
overwhelm Solton that he woul
suffer a nervous breakdown ar
would at his own patheti
request, have tu leave ti
province onApril 30, 1930.
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Along the Peshawar border the conflict reached such proportions that Lord Irwin had to
wire to the Secretary oft&e orAugust 1, 1930— “The whole of Peshawar District as far as
Attock must be considered in (a) state of var

The movement had its first baptism of fireAypril 23rd when, according to rough popular
estimate nearly two to three hundered innocent people were killed in Kissa Khani Bazar
Peshawar where the Deputy Commissioner of Peshaiva. F. Metcalfe “perpetrated a
shocking piece of brutality”, in the words ithal Bhai Inquiry Committee Report.

What led to this trageyThe Government banned the entry of the Congress FCR Inquiry
Committee ompril 22 and issued warrants of arrest for eleven Peshawar Congressmen to
prevent the picketing of liquor shops in Peshawar fAprl 23. SyedAgha Lai Badshah,
Rahim Baksh Ghaznavi, DE. C. GhoshAli Gul Khan, Paira Khan, Roshan Lai, Maulana
Abdul Rahim PopalzaiAbdur Rahman siddigi andbdur Rahman Riya were taken into
custody from their homes on the morningAgiril 23 but Ghulam Rabbani Sethi aAdlah
Baksh Barqi, the remaining two had already gone to the Congffess, tifiereby setting the
stage for the upheaval which made the day a milestone in the Independence Movement.

Vithal Bhai Patel Inquiry Committee, appointed a fortnight after the Kissa Khani shooting
was banned entry into the NV. FE P It had therefore to conduct its proceedings from
Rawalpindi. It examined 79 witnesses within a week and received various reports. Its 350
page report was promptly banned by the Government. Nevertheless, it had a wide circulation
and its findings had popular acceptance.

m The Kissa Khani Bazar Firing

Let us frist consider the findings of the inquiry committee appointed by the British
Government consisting of two judges. Shah Muhammad Sulaiman and H. R. Panckridge to
enable the Government “to be prepared for similar occurrences in fultris.’'Committee
estimated crowd casualties at thirty killed and thirty three wounded, but they conceded that
their figures were probably incompletéhe report further conceded that “The Peshawar
Deputy CommissioneH. A. F. Metcalfe, entered the Kissa Khani Bazar with four armoured
cars in the turnout at least one car accidenty ran over people congregated near the “thana”
..... A despatch motorcycle rider who accompanied them without order was killed..... Metcalfe
was knocked unconscious on the steps of the “thana” wiiiegipeople to disperse. On
recovering he gave orders to one of the remaining cars, which had come under assault, to open
fire with its machine gun#\ burst of twenty rounds temporarily cleared the streets, but the
crowd reassembled, building weoden barricades from which to attack therazss were

sent to protect the vehicle only to be attacked. Failing to wdrtheifr assailants in other

ways, they fired thirty one rounds, scattering the crdwpgarty of soldiers then advanced to
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the end of Kissa Khani Bazar firing sixty four rounds at the crowd left behind and at people on
surrounding roof tops who were throwing bricks”.

The initial govenment inspied garbed reports which reached Gandhiji suggested that
nonviolence had not been maintained. He wrote ouhg India’dated 1st May1930, “The
people of Peshawar meant well, | have no doliney are perhaps more impatient than | am
to win freedom But nobody can get freedom in this land except through nonvioléecsay
lies not through the burning of armoured cars and taking lives of the administrators or the
government dfcers, it lies through development ofganised self stéring.”

The Patel report, howevedisputed almost every detail of thefiafl account. It
contended that the police “were not obstructed at the Congréiss, ahere was no
disturbence outside the thana and the crowd which was nonviolent had started to disperse
voluntarily when the armoured car racklessly rushed into the bazar without warning; crushing
twelve to fourteen peopldhe motorcyclist died after falling beneath one of the cars, the
armoured car caught fire for unknown reasons, the allegation that the crowd was responsible
for burning of the car was an afterthought.

m Govt. Finding Disputed

The report observed, “The Deputy Commissioner ordered the crew of the armoured car to
open fire As a result of this firing several people were killed and wounddédtempts were

made by one or two outsiders to persuade the crowd to disperse and the authorities to remove
the troops...The people were willing to disperse if they were allowed to remove the dead
bodies and the injured persons and if the armoured car and troops were refifeved.
authorities on the other hand, expressed their determination not to remove the armoured cars
and troopsThe result was that the people did not disperse and were prepared to received
bullets and lay down their live¥he second round of firing went on intermittently for more

than three hours not only in the Kissa Khani Bazar but also in the byeAdaage number of

people between 200 and 300 were killed or wounded.

“Five or six Khilafat volunteers who were among those engaged in removing the dead and
the wounded were also killed. Several corpses, therefore, could not be removed and were, it is
alleged, taken in a lorry to some unknown destination and disposebhefKhilafat
volunteers and others were able to remove about sixty dead bodies mostly from the bye lanes
to the Khilafat ofice. A large number of the wounded were taken to thfitefand after
providing primary medical aid sent by .OKhan Sahib to the Lady Healing Hospitéhe
Govt. did not provide any facilities for first aid to the wounded and did nothing to minimise
the extent of bloodshed caused by the merciless firing.

“For the next two or three days Peshawar became a helt owing to the atrocities of the
British troops.
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m Firing On Funeral Procession
“On May 31 when the Sulaiman Committee was holding its inquiry in Peshtdnganilitary
opened fire on people who were taking for burial the dead bodies of two children alleged to
have been shot dead by a British soldier by accident. ‘As a result of this firing, at least ten
people were killed and twenty five wounded. It has all along been a reign of terror in
PeshawarThe province has become a forbidden land to the outside Worktreen the ugly
happenings from the public eye, it is isolated from the rest of India and no public leader is
allowed to step in there, see things for himself and exposes the abuses of administration.
Methods no less atrocious are being pursued In other parts of Peshawar district and also in
other districts of the province where the Congress has influence.

“Inspite of all this the spirits of the people has remained unbroken and strict non-violence
has been observed”.

m The Garhwal Rifles

Troops patrolled the streets of Peshawar to maintain ord@piin24 but that evening two
platoons of the 2/18 Royal Garhwali Rifles refused to enter the city “on the ground that they
would not fire on their peopleThey were promptly arrested and disarmétithe Court

Martial proceedings the men said, &Will not shoot on unarmed brethren, because Iadia’
army is to fight Indias enemies withoutYou may blow us from the guns, if you like.”
Seventeen man were sentenced—one to transportation for life, another to fifteen years
imprisonment and the rest to various terms of rigorous imprisonment from three to ten years.
Inspite of his best &rts Gandhiji could not secure their release at the time of the Gandhi
Irwin Pact.

Disobedience of the Garhwalis led the provincial administrators to question the reliability
of all Indian soldiers. Fearing for the security of the entire Empire, and not just its border
defences. Bolton, the Chief Commissioner of the IR.®/sent telegram to Lord Irwin saying.

“l suggest for consideration for your Excellency the desirability of ensuring considerable
reinforcements of British troops in India.”

Rather than rely on troops of questionable loyahg government withdrew all soldiers
from the city on the night of\pril 24, leaving the task of preserving order to influential
private citizens while it collected dependable forddwe strategy did not work, for the anti
government feelings aroused by the arrests were so intense that those prominent citizens who
where stilf sympathetic tohe government could not stop the nationalists from taking
advantage of the authorities’ absence. For the next nine days the Congress had de facto control
of the city It created a parallel administration to run the,aiging fts volunteers to patrol the
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streets man the city gates and apprehend criminals. Its leaders also expandgahthation

in the city mobilised in near by villages and corresponded with tribal leaders for sufipert.
police, the sole government authority left in Peshawas overwhelmed by these conditions.
The government admitted that if they were functioning at all they were doing so on
sufferance.

m Badshah Khan's Arrest

After addressing a mass meeting at Utmanzamnil 23, exhorting people to participate in

the Civil Disobedience Movement, Badshah Khan accompani@gbdiyl Akbar Khan. Main

Ahmad Shah and Sarfaraz Khan, left for Peshawar by car to investigate the reports about the
shooting in Kissa Khani. But they were arrested at Naki pdli@na and brought back to
Chassaddarhousands of people surrounded the jail at Chassadd&hBn Sahib hastened

to the spot and pacified thehe same afternoon they were removed to Mardan under the
cavalry escort. Next day were taken to Risalpur and sentenced to three years rigorous
imprisonment under Section 40 of the Frontier Crimes Regulations. Later they were removed
to the Gujrat Jail in the Punjab.

m A Reign of Terror
A reign of terror was let loose at Utmanzai, Chassadda and in fact, all over the province.

The firing atTakar in Mardan Jail on May 25 and the Hathi Khel inciderdiogust 25
caused widespread resentmentaitkar the police resorted to firing to disperse the crowd
which had assembled to protest against the arrest of fhe local Congress leaders and had been
stopped at Gujar GartAn English oficer was alleged to have been killed during the clash.
Three days later the police and troops surrouf@é#ar and durring the clash that followed
several villagers were Kkilled.

Next to District PeshawaCivil Disobedience was most widespread and sustained in
Bannu. Space does not permit me to deal with the various phases of the movement in Bannu
and surrounding tribal areas brief official version of the Hathi Khel “massacre”, however
must be given here.

OnAugust 24 troops and Frontier Constabulary were sent to break up a gathering at Spina
Tangi “part of which”, according to fi€ial version, “was armed.While civil officials
negotiated with Mullah Fazi-Ladir for peaceful dispersal of the crowd, a BritiEbe©tet
off a pitched battle by advancing towards the site of the meeticgprding to oficial
accounts, “CaptaiAshroft and eight ranks were killed while ten were wounded.

In the fighting which ensued some forty of the Mudlparty were killed and many other
wounded. Seventy persons also were arrested. Mulla himself died subsequently of
wounds”.
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The oficial assessment wdkat by demonstrating the authorities readiness to use force
the Hathi Khel clash caused Civil Disobedience Movement to fadihafrply in Bannu.

In Dehra Ismail Khan the Civil Disobedience Movement led by Parta Khan and his wife
Yashodha Devi was quite stronithe Police and the Frontier Constabuiry occupied the city
on May 30, closed the fides of the Congress and Naujawan Bharat Sabha and arrested
fourteen active Congress workeffile women took out a procession that afternoon in protest.
Mr. Isemongerpointed his revolver at the womeh.Sikh youth, Bhagwan Singh, rushed
forward and grabbing the wrist of theioér said. “Are you not ashamed to shoot at women?”
He got unnerved, dropped the revolver and left the plaskdme.

m The Official Version

The Government of India Publicatioriadia 1930-31while summing up the gave situation

in the N.W. F Pstated, “InAugust 1930 Martial Law had to be imposed and kept in force
until following January Almost immediately after the occurance of the Peshawar riots
symptoms of unrestbegan to appear all along the Frontier from Hazari district to Dehra Ismail
Khan. The activities of the RoyaAir Force over the tribal territory between May and
September assisted greatly towards fiestorations, of ordeDuring the whole period
convered by several tribal risings and incursions, the. troops had also to be widely deployed in
helping the civil authorities to uphold the administration throughout the settled districts in the
province.The task of the military was usually to surround the éksaéd towns and villages
under cover of darkness in order that civiiedrs might arrest at day break and frequently it
proved necessary to maintain the cordons round centres dedigai for days at a time...

“The tribsemen gave the following ultimatum to the British : ‘Release Badshah Khan and
Malang Baba (the naked FakiGandhi), release the Khudai Khidmatgars and stop the
atrocities and repression against the Pakhtuns. If you dershall declare war on yoThey
had also demanded the release of “inquilab” thinking it was a péeFkenuniversal slogan
among the tribesmen was Inquilab Zindabad.’

m Salar Shah Walli’'s Martyrdom

Before | end this homage to the Martyrs in theA.F P | would like to pay my respectful
homage to the martyrdrom of Sadar Safdali of Mardan during theThatta political
conference in District Campbellpur April, 1939. A the request of the District Congress
Committee Campbellpuof which | was General Secretawe had come over fthatta along

with a contingent of Khudai Khidmatgars from Mardan, Salar SNah was leading his

batch of Khudai Khidmaigars at the head of the inaugural procession of the Conference
holding aloft with great pride our tricaloed Congress Flagll of a sudden a group of
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Muslim Leaguers attacked him with spears and he died on the spétlahFO-Akbar on his
lips. But he held fst to the national flag. May his soul rest in peace.

m Khudai Khidmatgar Movement

Inspite of the stone throwing, and other provocative activities by the Muslim Leaguers, the
Khudai Khidmatgars and the entire procession headed b8dduddin KttchlewPresident

of the Punjab Provincial Congress remained completely nonviddentimber of national
leaders, including Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose, visited the spbaita where Shalali

felt to pay their respectful homagésnumber of Congress workers had to ugdevarious

terms of imprisonment because of the political cases instituted against them after ihis
incident.

Salar ShahWall’'s martyrdom created a great awakening amongst the masses in
Campbellpur and Cangress Committees were set up in a number of villages.

Badshah Khan was deeply touched when | mentioned this to him during his recent visit to
India. He asked me to find out similar cases in which the Khudai Khidmatgars laid down their
Fives outside the NWFP during the freedom struggle.

The Khudai Khidmatgar movement is an epic of selfless sacrifice. It gave the same
messages of love and service that Lord Budha, Jesus Christ and Holy Prophet Mohamed gave
the the world As Gandhiji said to Badshah Khan at Utmanzai in October 193&e5
change and systems decay But it is my faith that in the result it is only nonviolence and thmgs
that are based on nonviolenc that will endure.... Non-violence transcends time and space.”

Badshah Khan and his .
Khudai Khidmatgars whosge 5.8
number was nearly one hundr

Gandiji visited the NWFP g/
1937-38-39 have through .‘\ 2
life long dedication truly sow f"
the seed of nonviolence of tHg;
brave in a soil which playe
such a dominent role i
spreading Lord Buddhs'

message. Khudai Khidmatgar Movement
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Tgfe meoze @ In our own times the
Christians acquired the habit of sending
jointly or separately into that vast empire,
whenever order was disturbed, soldiers who
restored it by means of theft, rape, pillage,
murder and incendiarism, and of proceeding
at short intervals with the pacific
penetration of the country with rifle and
guns. The poorly armed Chinese either
defend themselves badly or not at all, and
so they are massacarres with delightful
facility .... In 1901, order having being
disturbed in peking the troops of five great
powers under the command of a German
Field Marshall, restored it by the customary
means. Having in this fashion covered
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OIte I« eecze, “Possibly the standard
of civilization illuminated by the mind of
plato, or by the life of emperdkshoka, is
underrated by the proud children of modern
times who compare former days with the
present age of progress an age dominated by
millionaires, diplomats and warlords. Many
feqee 9F Y9 WM @z W. | things that are of common use today were
CunninghamfeTctes, “The introduction of| absolutely lacking in those days. But are the
expensive implements and processes invaly@ople that lived then to be pitied by the
a laige outlay of capital, it is not worthwhile young of our day who enjoy so much more
for any man however ergetic to make thg from the printing press but so much less
attempt unless he has consideraplEom the mind.”
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realize that lifes progress should be perfect
progress of the inner life itself and not of
materials and machinerythe non-living
must not continue out growing the living,
the armour deadening the skin, the
armament lamina the arms.”

YO GF T2 W IR SRE bEaeIs
S 580 A 9@ foTrates, “Exploiting the
brahmins knowledge, the arms and the
shudras services today commencially
khatryas-minded Europe has grown
irressistable. But | can see its feet resting on
the downward slope towards extinction.”
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and educationAs a result of what we hav
done, American civilization is collapsing.’
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SIeeTd qCaces, “an imminent shift in our
climate, towards one that could easily
described as Hell : so hot, so deadly t
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alive will survive” (James Lovelock
Revenge of Gaia)
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write about is the diérence of outlook
between us, if the dérence is fundamentg

which should be reclothed and refashioned
aright. You must not imagine that | am
envisaging our village life as it is todayhe
village of my dream is still in my mind.
After all every man lives in the world of his
dreams. My ideal village will contain
intelligent human beingdhey will not live
in dirt and darkness as animals. Men and
Women will be free and be able to hold their
own against any one in the world.... It
possible to envisage railways, post and
telegraph dices etc.”
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ol %51 wea bz : “l have a faling that
I most of these questions are thought of and
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aware of it.”

SN (49 (@ wecad  paradigm  of
developmentrsjsf itml | RIS forates. “I
am convinced that it India is to attain trg
freedom and through India the world als
then sooner or later the fact must
recognised that people will have to live
villages, not in town, in huts, not in palace
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DIRECTOR-SECRETARY’S REPORT

on
the Programmes and Activities af
Gandhi Smarak Sangrahalaya, Barrackpore
from October, 2023 to March, 2024

m In House Activities :

1. Swachhata Hi Seva Campaign organized by the Offlcers of CGST & CX,
Barrackpore Division (01.10.2023) : 300 i
The Oficers of CGST& CX, Barrackporejge
Division, Kolkata North Commissionerat
actively oganized the Swachhata Hi Sej
Campaign at the premises of Gandh
Smarak Sangrahalaya, Barrackpore
October 1, 2023. The
Commissioner along with other taﬁ‘

Members of CGST & CX, Barrackpore
Division were participated in "EKareekh, Ek

“# Ghanta, Ek Saath" as part of the Swachhata
| Hi Seva (SHS) 2023 campaign themed
| ‘Garbage-Free India’, marking the 9th
anniversary of the Swachh Bharat Mission.
The campaign was scheduled on October 1,
2023 at 10 am for duration of one hotlihe
members were very enthusiastic and the Campaign vgasiaed with great zeal.

2. Swachhata Hi Seva Campaign organized by the Cantonment Board of
Barrackpore (02.10.2023) : : :
As a part of the programme of 'Swachh
Hi Seva' the Cantonment Board
Barrackpore conducted several activit
on cleanliness in the Cantonment and
adjacent areas from September 15
October 2, 2023The concluding ceremon
of this programme was ganized by the:
Barrackpore  Cantonment Board
October 2, 2023 at the premises of

—
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Sangrahalaya to mark the occasion of the 154th Binthiversary of Mahatma Gandhi.
Dr. Mamta KanseyChief Executive Gicer of Cantonment Board, Barrackpore and Dr
Pratik Ghosh, DirecteSecretary Gandhi Smarak Sangrahalaya, Barrackpore were

= O e20 O ee |4

= Swachhata
= HiSeva

present to grace the programnidie oganizer awarded the certificates to the people,
staf members of Cantonment Board and the students of various institutions of
Barrackpore, who were actively participated in this cleanliness mission through their
several activities.

3. Observance of Mahatma Gandhi's 154th Birth Anniversary (02 010 2023)
Gandhi Smarak Sangrahalaya, Barrackp -
organized a programme on October 2, 2(
to commemorate the 154th Biry;
Anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi at t
premises of the Sangrahalayalhe
programme was started by opening sq_#

Address, delivered by DrPratik Ghosh)
DirectorSecretary of Gandhi Smard. - e
Sangrahalaya. Shri Narayan Basu, Chalrman of the Gandhl Smarak Sangrahalaya
Managing Committee was presided over the programmeABmra Ghosh, Former
Assistant Professor of Department of Political Science, Presidency University and the
Recipient of "Wyasagar Honour' from
Government ofWest Bengal, was present in
the programme to deliver the 24th Mahatma
Gandhi Memorial Oration.

Dr. Mamta KanseyChief Executive
Officer of Barrackpore Cantonment Board,
Shri Snehashis SuEminent Journalist and
President of Kolkata Press Club, Shri
Debojyoti Dutta, Director of Shishu Sahitya
Samsad, Kolkata and the Member of Gandhi

_—
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Smarak Sangrahalaya Managing Committee, Maya Ghosh, Member of Gandhi

1 Smarak Sangrahalaya Managing Committee
and Smt. Rakhi Pal, Managing Director
Pravda Group of Companies and the Member
of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce &
Industry were graced the occasion as the
Guests of HonoufThe programme was ended

.28 by the Closing song and théote of Thanks

= was given by Shri Snehasis SiMiember of
Gandhi Smarak Sangrahalaya Managing
Committee.

m Participatory Programme :
1. Participation in Kolkata District Book Fair-2023 (17.12.202-24.12.2023) :

Gandhi Smarak Sangrahalaya, Barrackpore participated in the Kolkata District Book
Fair 2023 at Bidhan Sishu Udyan, UItadanga Kolkata, held from December 17 to

P

SANGRAHALAYA, BARRACKPORE

Skt =utad AR sfater
GANDHI SMARAK

% 17/12/2023 1849

December 24, 2023 he Sangrahalaya presented various photographs of Gandhiji in its
stall. The Publications related to Mahatma Gandhi and Indian Freedom Movement and
mementoes like miniature models of SpinniMipeel (Charkha) were also displayed in
the stall.

2. Participation in the Students Week programme

at

Barrackpore (04.01.2024) :
Mahadevananda Mahavidyalaya, Barrackpsssss

Mahadevananda Mahavidyalaya,

observed the tBdentsWeek from January 2 to :
2024. In this connection the authority of tj

college invited the Gandhi Smarak Sangrahalz
Barrackpore to present a documentary sho
the Biography of Mahatma Gandhi and to cond

—Q
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Gandhiji for the students of their colle¢:
on January 4, 2024’he team members ¢
the Sangrahalaya reached at the collegs

about 'Gandhiji : His Life &Thought'.

3. Participation in 47th Internatlonal Kolkata Book Fair — 2024 (from January 18 to
January 31, 2024) : =
Gandhi Smara
47th International Kolkatd|

= sangrahalaya participated in
Book Faiy 2024. The

Sangrahalaya presented |

Gandh-The Millenium
Truth and Non-violence]
100 postal gamps, release
different countries of the
'Father of the Natidm
Exhibition-cum-Book &ll

The Sangrahalaya hs
Mahatma Gandhi in Benga

1 special exhibition on 'Mahatma
Man in Samps: the Courier of

™ which was composed of almost
| in several occasions from
World to commemorate our
Mahatma Gandhi in its

at the Book Fair ground.

f released two popular books on
in the evening of January 21,

2024 at their Exhibition{Z=2 cum-Book $all at the
International Kolkata Book Fair groundhe books were translated and edited by late
Padma Bhushan Shri Sailesh Kumar Bandopadhyay Sangrahalaya had been able to
republish these two books, entitled ‘Amar Dhayener Bhdral® @itad ©ise) and

‘Nari O Samajik Obichdr (Fiist @ ?fEF =EE) with the permission and sincere
courtesy of Smt. Ishani Bandopadhygpungest daughter of late Shri Sailesh Kumar
Bandopadhyay

The books were released in presence of Shri Narayan Basu, Chairman of Gandhi
Smarak Sangrahalaya; .D8ankar Sumar Sanyall India President of Harijan Sevak
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Sangh, the daughte Smt. Ishani Bandopadhyay and other family members of late Shri
Sailesh Kumar Bandopadhyaghri Avik Kumar Dey Member of the Sangrahalaya and
Dr. Pratik Ghosh, DirecteBecretary of Gandhi Smarak Sangrahalaya, Barrackpore.

4. Participation in Day-long Seminar on Perspectives for the Development of Raja
Rammohun Roy Memorial Museum (18.02.2024) :
Raja Rammohun Roy Memori
Museum, Kolkata @anized a day-long
seminar on 'Perspectives for
Development of Raja Rammohun R
Memorial Museum' on February 1
2024 at the premises of the museu]]
Dr. Pratik Ghosh, DirecteBecretary "

Gandhi Smarak Sangrahalay,

Barrackpore was invited by t p ] :
authority of Rammohun Roy Memori ' L |
Museum as a speaker to deliver his views about@n@,rsupplementmg, reganizing

the display and related field initiatives of that musedime DirectorSecretary of the
Sangrahalaya shared his views by presenting his topic of discussion, entitled 'Rethinking
in Display of Exhibits of Raja Rammohun Roy Memorial Museum in Modgay'.

5. Participation in a meeting at Sabarmati Ashram Preservation Ashram and
Memorial Trust (SAPAMT), Ahmedabad to update and present the approach being
taken to develop the Sabarmati Ashram precinct (21.02.2024) :

¢ SabarmatAshram PreservatioAshram and

Memorial Trust (SARRAMT), Ahmedabad

called for a meeting in its premises on

February 21, 2024 to update and present the

approach being taken to develop the

SabarmatiAshram precinct.The authority

had invited to the representatives of other

Gandhi Museums and Gandhian Institutions

of our country to share their concept note to

guide the development ¢

exhibitions and
interpretation for the lger|
GandhiAshram precinct. Or| g
behalf of Gandhi Smara
Sangrahalaya, Barrackpo|
the DirectorSecretary
attended the meeting.
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m QOutreach Activities : Bk
1. Special Exhibition at Naihati in North 24 ‘
Parganas District (6.1.202-7.1.2024) :
Naihati Rajib Gandhi Memorial Socie
organized a two days' 'Sanghati Utsav' fr
January 6-7, 2024 at Naihati in North
Paganas  district. = Gandhi  Smari
Sangrahalaya , Barrackpore was invited
the programme to ganize an exhibition o
life and activities of Mahatma Gandhi a

Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose and to conG&
some relevant programmes at their platee team members of the Sangrahalaya
reached their place January 6, 2024 to hold the two days' exhibition on Gandhiji and

" T e = S5 =

Netaji. Th
came to visit the exhibitionThe students were also participated in the spot quiz
programme on Mahatma Gandhi's life, conducted by the DirSdoretary of the
Sangrahalayalhe winners of the spot quiz programme were awarded the medals by the
Sangrahalaya.

m Group Visit :
1. As part of the Swachhata Hi Seva Campaign, marking the 9th anniversary of the Swachh
Bharat Mission, the Enterprisingravel Agents Association of Ministry ofTourism,

5 'k ¥
A i

5 \ T

‘A 0
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Government of India ganized a programme at the premises of Gandhi Smarak
Sangrahalaya, Barrackporé. group of youth, who had joined together with this
Association for 1 hr programme of Shramdan for Swachhata Campaign on October 1,
2023 at 10:00 am, came to visit the Sangrahal@iia. Sangrahalaya provided them a
guided tour in its all galleries and at the end of the programme tlganired an
awareness programme on cleanliness for the participants and the participants were
awarded the certificates.

Group Visit by the Students of various educational institutions in the month of October
2023 :

Date of Visit| Name of the Educational Institution Number of Students
visited the
Sangrahalaya

03.10.2023 | St. Augustines Day School for Boys, 37
Barrackpore

12.10.2023 | Department of History oWidyasagar 75
Metropolitan College, Kolkata

09.10.2023 | Standard Jute MiMelfare Primary School, 40
Barrackpore

12.10.2023 | Vidyasagar Metropolitan College, Kolkata 75

Group Visit by the Students of various educational institutions in the month of
November 2023 : Y —

50 Sudents along with their 15eachers of :
Al Noor Islamic Model School — a nor— &
residential Day Mission for boys and gi.
following the West Bengal Board of'!
Secondary Education curriculum in an Isla 1
came to visit the Gandhi Smar;
Sangrahalaya for their educational purpo 1 -
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provided a guided tour in its various galleries and the documentary film show was also
shown to the group of students.

Group Visit by the Students of various educational institutions in the month of
December 2023 :

Date of Visit | Name of the Educational Institution Number of Students
visited the
Sangrahalaya

02.12.2023 Authpur National Model Higher Secondary 65

School, Shyamnagar
19.12.2023 Ramakrishna Sarada Missidfivekananda 64

Vidya Bhavan, Dum Dum
21.12.2023 Mathpara FR Girls’ School, Barrackpore 72
22.12.2023 The Summit School, Barrackpore 86
23.12.2023 Sliver Point, Barrackpore 57
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Group Visit by the Students of various educational institutions in the month of
January 2024 :

Date of Visit | Name of the Educational Institution Number of Students
visited the
Sangrahalaya

04.01.2024 Rabindra Mahavidyalaya, 47
Champadanga, Hooghly

09.01.2024 Hiralal Majumder Memorial College for 46
Women, Dakshineswar

09.01.2024 Jafarpur Vidyarthi Bhavan, Barrackpore 27

11.01.2024 Motilal Nehru Smriti BalikaVidyalaya, 37
Howrah

13.01.2024 Department of Political Science, 59
Lalbaba College, BelutHowrah

19.01.2024 Vijaygarh Jyotish Ray College, Kolkata 31

27.01.2024 Talpukur Girls’ High School, Barrackpore 26

Group Visit by the Students of various educational institutions in the month of
February 2024 :

Date of Visit | Name of the Educational Institution Number of Students
visited the
Sangrahalaya
17.02.2024 Air Force School, Barrackpore 61
23.02.2024 Ma Sarada Day School, Barrackpore 100

_@_
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Group Visit by the Students of various educational institutions in the month of
March 2024 : »

A group of 18 students fromdmdanga
Jugal Kishor Mahavidyalaya, in North 2
Pgs came to visit the Sangrahalaya for tt
educational purposes on March 14, 20
The Sangrahalaya provided a guided t
in its various galleries and th
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Sach ta par janiyai ja ridai sacha hoi
Guru Nanak

He alone is truly pure whose heart is pure;

Who sheds the filth of falsehood,

And through self-purification makes his body chaste.

He alone is truly pure who loves truth;

One whose heart joys in God’s Name shall alone attain
the Door of Liberation.

He alone is truly pure who knows the practice of the pure
life:

After preparing the soil of the self

Should he sow in it devotion to the Creator.

He alone is truly pure who receives the true precept,

Is full of compassion and gives away his substance in
charity.

He alone is truly pure who takes his abode in the pilgrimspot
of his self,

And taking the Master’s precept abides therein.

Truth is the sovereign medicine —

All evil it drives out.

Nanak seeks the grace of those

Whose hearts are pure, truthful,
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